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Recourse to presents to induce them to act. That
is what they Never thought of, and which no one
should have thought of any more than they did.
Formerly they acted of their own accord, from a
purely voluntary impulse — or, at most, on the invita-
tion conveyed by means of a Branch of porcelain,
or of a collar that was presented to them,— without
their having any other idea than what was natural to
them, and in accordance with their Customs. Noth-
ing further was needed to make them do What we
wished, than to follow their ways. But the desire
of having a fund that could be disposed of As one
wished, with the Savings of a great profit obtained,
has led to an attempt being made to persuade the
Court that it Was necessary that the Commandants
should have the wherewithal to give presents to the
savages. The sole effect which This has produced
upon the savages has been, to teach them to be exact-
ing in requiring that they be solicited; to make it
necessary that all their actions and all their emotions
be purchased by dint of presents; and, finally, that
they do nothing that they should do voluntarily,
except in return for something which is given them
and which they exact.

But the most vexatious part of Such Conduct is
that not only has it taught them to be hardly Ever
willing to do anything that is asked of them without
a present to induce them, but it has also taught
them to make use of an infinite number of ruses, of
stratagems, and of intrigues among themselves; to
imagine a thousand projects of pretended undertak-
ings, of warlike movements, of ruptures of peace, of
embassies To the enemies, and negotiations with
them; of Commercial intercourse with the english,



